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Abstract

The recently concluded 2022 Philippine Presidential Elections became a target of fake news peddlers to
spread political propaganda which significantly affected the candidates. This paper explored fake news
items targeted to Bongbong Marcos and Leni Robredo, the 2022 Philippine Presidential Elections
frontrunners in a thematic analysis using critical discourse analysis, identified the common platforms for
political fake news peddling as well as their common formats and their fact-checking ratings based on
fake news verification websites. Through different fact-checking websites recommended by Google Fact
Check tools, 50 fake news items were verified through AFP Fact Check, Australian Associated Press Fact
Check, FactRakers, Tsek.ph, Rappler, and mostly VERA files. Results show that Facebook is the leading
social media site for the existence of political fake news in different formats, mostly through videos and
photos. Most of the fake news items circulating online were rated completely false and untrue. Common
themes of political fake news are criticism of the reputation and qualifications of candidates, the extent of
popular support, and allegations of election fraud. In this day and age, information is now available,
anywhere, and on any platform. Instant access to information compromises the correctness of information
consumed by the public; thus, the fake news phenomenon is very rampant in the online community,
particularly in social media.
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